Public Utilities Conm ssion
Proposed Permanent Rules Relating to Biennial Transm ssion
Proj ects Reports

7848. 0100 DEFI NI TI ONS.

Subpart 1. Scope. The terns used in this chapter have the

meani ngs _given themin this part.

Subp. 2. Boar d. "Board" neans the M nnesota Environnental
Qual ity Board.
Subp. 3. Comm ssion. "Conm ssion" neans the M nnesota

Public Uilities Conm ssion.

Subp. 4. Departnent. "Departnent"” neans the M nnesota

Depart ment of Commer ce.

Subp. 5. High-voltage transm ssion line. _"High-voltage

transm ssion line" neans (1) any transnmission |line that has

capacity of 200 kilovolts or nore or (2) any transm ssion |line

that has capacity of 100 kilovolts or nore with nore than ten

mles of its length in Mnnesota or that crosses a state line.

Subp. 6. Local governnent. "Local governnent" includes

town, statutory city, hone rule charter city, and county

governnents.

Subp. 7. Per son. "Person" neans a natural person,

corporation, municipal corporation, public corporation, utility,

state and | ocal governnent or other governnental entity,

gover nnent agency, association, tribal governnent, partnership,

receiver, joint venture, trustee at common | aw or statutory

trust gquardi an, or executor.

Subp. 8. Reliability administrator. "Reliability

admi ni strator” nmeans the person occupying the position
established in Mnnesota Statutes, section 216C. 052.

Subp. 9. Uility. "Uility" nmeans any entity required to

file a biennial transnission projects report under part
7848. 0500 or its del egatee under part 7848. 0400.




7848. 0200 APPLI CABI LI TY.

Thi s chapter applies to:

A. public utilities, as that termis defined in

M nnesota Statutes, section 216B. 02, subdivision 4, that own or

operate electric transmssion lines in M nnesota;

B. municipal utilities that own or operate electric

transnm ssion lines in M nnesot a;

C. cooperative electric associations that own or

operate electric transnmssion lines in M nnesota;

D. generation and transm sSsion organi zati ons that own

or operate electric transnm ssion lines in Mnnesota; and

E. ogeneration and transni ssion organi zations filing

transm ssion projects reports on behalf of public utilities,

muni ci pal utilities, or cooperative electric associations that

own or operate transnmission lines in M nnesot a.
7848. 0300 RULES OF PRACTI CE AND PROCEDURE APPLY.
Pr oceedi ngs under this chapter nust be conducted according

to the conm ssion's rules of practice and procedure, chapter

7829, to the extent that those rules are consistent with the

requirenents of this chapter
7848. 0400 BI ENNI AL TRANSM SSI ON PRQIECTS REPORTS REQUI RED.
By Novenber 1 of each odd-nunbered vear, the foll ow ng

entities shall jointly or individually file transm ssion

projects reports:

A. any public utility, as that termis defined in

M nnesota Statutes, section 216B. 02, subdivision 4, that owns or

operates electric transm ssion lines in M nnesota;

B. any municipal utility that owns or operates

electric transnm ssion lines in Mnnesota;

C. any cooperative electric association that owns or

operates electric transm ssion lines in Mnnesota; and

D. any generation and transni ssion organi zati on that

owns or operates electric transmssion lines in M nnesota.




7848. 0500 DELEGATI NG FI LI NG RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES.
Any person required to nake filings under part 7848. 0400

may, by agreenent with the generation and transm Ssion

organi zation that serves it, delegate its filing

responsibilities under this chapter to that organi zation.
7848. 0600 COCOPERATI ON W TH DEPARTMENT.

Utilities shall participate in any public outreach or

transn ssi on pl anni ng program that has been devel oped or is

sponsored by the departnent or the reliability adm nistrator and

in which the departnent or the reliability adm nistrator invites

their participation.
7848. 0700 TRANSM SSI ON PLANNI NG ZONES.
To facilitate neani ngful public participation in

transm ssion planning, the state is hereby divided into six

transm ssi on planni ng zones: northwest, northeast, sout hwest,

sout heast, south central, and Twin Cties netropolitan. The

boundari es of these transm ssion planning zones are shown in the
map at part 7848. 9900.
7848. 0800 TRANSM SSI ON PLANNI NG MAI LI NG LI STS.

Each utility shall maintain a nailing list, called the

transm ssion planning nailing list, of persons who ask to be

notified of transm ssion planning nmeetings and related matters.

Each utility shall post on its Wb site a tel ephone nunber and

e-mui|l address that nenbers of the public nmay use to place their

nanmes on this |ist.
7848. 0900 TRANSM SSI ON PLANNI NG MEETI NGS.
Subpart 1. Securing input of the public and | ocal and

tribal governments. Jointly or individually, utilities shal

seek the assistance and i nput of | ocal governnent officials,

tri bal governnment officials, and interested nenbers of the

public in identifying transn ssion inadequacies and alternative

means of addressing them To help secure this assistance and

i nput, each utility shall hold transm ssi on pl anni ng neeti ngs as




foll ows:
A. at |least one transm ssion planni ng neeti ng each

vear in each transm ssion planning zone in which the utility

intends to propose a high-voltage transm ssion line within the

next five years; and

B. at least two transm ssion planning meetings in

each affected transni ssion planning zone in the year in which it

files for certification of a proposed high-voltage transm ssion

i ne.
Uilities may fulfill this obligation by hol ding joint

transm ssi on planni ng neetings. Transm ssion planni ng neeti ngs

must be open to the public.

Subp. 2. Issues to address in transm ssion planning
meetings. At transm ssion planning neetings the utilities shall:

A. answer _qguestions;

B. seek information on |ocal transm ssion needs and

rel ated energy needs;

C. seek input on transm ssion i nadequaci es they have

identified and input on different ways to address these

identified transm ssion i nadequaci es;

D. present an overview of:

(1) the M nnesota transn ssion system

(2) any inadequacies in the M nnesota

transni ssion systemthat the utility believes nust be addressed

within the next ten vears and alternative ways, including

nontransm ssion alternatives, to address these inadequacies; and

(3) the factors that influence transm ssion needs

in the transn ssion zone, the state, and adj acent states;

E. provide a description of any high-voltage

transni ssion line under serious consideration for construction

within the transm ssion zone in the next five vears;

F. provide a general description of each line's

pr obabl e social, environnental, and econonic effects and an




account of all alternatives considered;

G _present information on the best routing infornmation

avai |l abl e;

H. provide a statenent as to whether the utility

intends to construct the line on existing right-of-way currently

devoted to transnission or intends to acquire property rights

for new or expanded right-of-way; and

|. present a brief description of the requlatory

approval processes to which each line is subject.
7848. 1000 OQUTREACH EFFORTS FOR TRANSM SSI ON PLANNI NG MEETI NGS.

Subpart 1. Notice to interested persons. Uilities shal

conduct outreach efforts to informlocal governnent officials,

tribal governnent officials, and nenbers of the public about the

transnm ssion planning neetings required in this part. At a

mnimm utilities shall take the foll ow ng actions:

AL mail to each county governnment within the

transm ssion planning zone witten materials briefly sunmari zi ng

the transm ssion planni ng process; inviting | ocal governnent

i nput: qgiving the date, tine, and place of the transm ssion

pl anni ng neeting; and inviting the county to designate soneone

to serve as a liaison between the county and the utility on

transmn ssi on i ssues;

B. mail to each tribal governnent within the

transni ssion planning zone witten materials briefly sunmmari zi ng

t he transmn ssion planning process; inviting tribal governnent

input; giving the date, tine, and place of the transni ssion

pl anni ng neeting; and inviting the tribal governnent to

desi gnate soneone to serve as a liaison between the triba

governnent _and the utility on transm SSion i SSuUes;

C. mail to the League of Mnnesota Cities witten

materials briefly summari zing the transn ssion planni ng process;

inviting input fromthe | eague and nmunicipalities within the

transni ssi on pl anni ng zone; qgiving the date, tine, and pl ace of




the transm ssion planning nmeeting; and inviting the | eague to

desi gnate sonmeone to serve as a liaison between the | eague and

the utility on transni Ssion issues;

D. mail to the Association of Mnnesota Counties

witten naterials briefly summari zi ng the transm ssi on pl anni ng

process:; inviting input fromthe association; qgiving the date,

tinme, and place of the transm ssion planning nmeeting; and

inviting the association to designate soneone to serve as a

| i ai son between the association and the utility on transni ssion

i ssues;

E. mail to the Mnnesota Association of Townships

witten naterials briefly sunmmari zing the transn ssi on pl anni ng

process:; inviting input fromthe association; giving the date,

tinme, and place of the transm ssion planning nmeeting; and

inviting the association to designate soneone to serve as a

li ai son between the association and the utility on transm ssion

i Ssues;
F. mail to the board, the departnent, the M nnesota

Departnment of Agriculture, the M nnesota Departnent of Natural

Resources, the United States Fish and Wldlife Service, and the

United States Park Service witten materials briefly sunmari zi ng

the transm ssion planning process; inviting input fromthese

agencies; giving the date, tinme, and place of the transni ssion

pl anni ng neeting; and inviting each of these agencies to

desi gnate a person to serve as its liaison between the agency

and the utility on transmn SSion iSsues;

G publish display advertisenents in at | east one

newspaper of general circulation in the county seat of each

county within the transni ssion planning zone briefly sunmarizing

the transm ssion planning process; inviting public input; and

giving the date, tine, and place of the transmn ssion planning

neet i ng;
H  mail to all persons who have asked to be on the




utility's transnmi ssion planning mailing list and to all persons

on the official service list for the previous biennial

transm ssion projects report a notice of the date, tine, and

pl ace of the transm ssion planni ng neeting; and

|. post onthe utility's Wb site information about

transm ssion planning neetings briefly summari zi ng the

transm ssion planning process; identifying utility

representatives who can provide further information; inviting

public input: providing addresses, tel ephone nunbers, and e-nmi

addresses for public input; and giving the date, tine, and pl ace

of upconing transm ssion planni ng neetings.

Subp. 2. Timng of mailings. The witten materials

required under subpart 1, itens A through F, must be mailed no

|ater than 15 days before the transm ssion planning neeting to

which they relate. The witten nmaterials required under subpart

1, itens A through F, nust be mailed no sooner than 30 days or

|later than ten days before the transni ssion planni ng neeting to

which they relate. The newspaper advertisenents required under

subpart 1, item G nust appear no sooner than 30 days and no

| ater than ten days before the transm ssion planning neeting to

which they rel ate.
7848. 1100 FOLLOW UP ON TRANSM SSI ON PLANNI NG MEETI NGS
Utilities shall encourage but not require persons attending

transm ssion planning neetings to sign an attendance reqi ster

and to list mailing and e-mail addresses to which the utility

can send transm ssion pl anni ng updat es. Fol | owi ng each

transm ssion planning neeting the utility shall prepare a

synopsis of its presentation, public input received, and how the

public input has influenced its decision-naking process. The

utility shall mail or e-mail this synopsis to all persons who

signed the attendance reqgister and listed a mailing or e-mail

address, all persons who have asked to be on the utility's

transni ssion planning mailing list, and each transni ssi on




| iai son desi gnated under part 7848.1000, subpart 1. The utility

shall also post the synopsis on its Wb site.
7848. 1200 KEEPI NG RECORDS RELATED TO TRANSM SSI ON PLANNI NG
MEETI NGS.

Uilities shall retain the followng materials for ten

years:
A. attendance reqgisters fromtransni ssion planni ng

neet i ngs;

B. copies of witten materials mailed or published
under part 7848.1000, subpart 1;

C. copies of witten materials distributed at, after,

or otherwise in connection with transm ssion pl anni ng neetings;

D. mailing and publication lists for materials mail ed

or published under part 7848.1000, subpart 1, or otherwise in

connection with transni ssion planni ng neeti ngs;

E. copies of all witten and e-nnil coments received

fromnenbers of the public, |local governnent officials, and

tri bal governnent officials; and

F. copies of notes on tel ephone coments received

fromnenbers of the public, local governnent officials, and

tri bal governnent officials.
7848. 1300 CONTENT OF Bl ENNI AL TRANSM SSI ON PRQJECTS REPORT.
Each bi ennial transni ssion projects report, whether or not

it seeks certification of a high-voltage transm ssion |ine, nust

contain at least the follow ng infornmation:

A. a contact person for each utility covered by the

filing, including the person's address, tel ephone nunber, and

e-nmui | address;

B. a copy of the npbst recent regional |oad and

capability report of the Md-Continent Area Power Pool or other

appropriate reqgional reliability council:;

C. a copy of the npst recent reqional transmn ssion

pl an produced by the appropriate reqgional transm ssion




or gani zati on;

D. a list of inadequacies in the transm ssion system

currently affecting reliability within the utility's assigned

service area and a list of projected future inadequacies

expected to affect reliability within the utility's assigned

service area over the next ten years;

E. alist of alternative neans of addressi ng each

i nadequacy identified, including nontransm ssion alternatives;

F. a list of studies that have been conpleted, are in

progress, or are planned that are relevant to each of the

i nadequacies identified in itemD;

G a general description of the econonic,

environnental , and social issues raised by each alternative

nmeans identified in itemE;

H. an account of the neasures the utility took to

gat her public input and to involve | ocal governnent officials,

tribal governnent officials, and other interested persons in

identifying transm ssion i nadequaci es and anal yzing alternative

neans of addressing them

|. a report on the nunber of nenbers of the public

who provided i nput and the substance of that input;

J. areport on the nunmber of |local and tri bal

governnent officials who provided input, the elective or

appoi ntive positions they held, and the substance of their
i nput ;
K. alist and description of every transn ssion

project the utility considers necessary now or in the next ten

vears to renedy any transmnm ssion inadequacies identified inits

bi enni al report;

L. a list and description of every nontransm Ssion

project the utility considers necessary now or in the next ten

yvears to renedy any transnission inadequacies identified iniits

bi enni al report;




M a statement as to whether the utility seeks

certification in this proceeding of any transni ssion project

identified in itemK or the approximate tine frame within which

it plans to file a certificate of need application for any

project requiring a certificate of need:; and

N. the approximate tine frane within which the

utility plans to file a certificate of need application for any

nont ransm ssion project identified as necessary in the filing,

for which a certificate of need would be required.
7848. 1400 REQUI RED | NFORMATI ON FOR CERTI FI CATI ON OF H G+ VOLTACGE
TRANSM SSI ON LI NES.

Subpart 1. Highly conplex or controversial lines. Any

bi ennial transm ssion projects report nust conply with both the

filing requirenents of this chapter and the filing requirenents

of the certificate of need rules, chapter 7849, for

certification of each high-voltage transm ssion line that (1)

has the capability of transmtting at | east 300 kilovolts and

has at least 25 mles of its length in Mnnesota, (2) has the

capability of transmtting at | east 200 kilovolts and has at

|l east 50 niles of its length in Mnnesota, or (3) crosses the

M nnesota border into another state or Canada.

Subp. 2. Filing requirenents. Any biennial transm ssion

projects report that seeks certification of a high-voltage

transnmission line in the course of the biennial transm ssion

report proceeding nmust include the infornation |listed bel ow for

each high-voltage transm ssion |line proposed:

A, the transni ssion i nadequacies the line is designed

to address and every service area the line wuld benefit;

B. a detailed description of the line, including its

| ength, supporting structures, nunber of phases, types of

conductors, maxi mum power-carrying capacity for each line

segnent, projected |oad during peak-load conditions, projected

line | osses during peak-1oad conditions and during average




conditions, and induced voltages during operation;

C. a nmap showing the end points of the line and

existing transm ssion facilities in the area;

D. a narrative description of the major features of

the regi on between the end points, enphasizing the area within

three mles of the end points;

E. the estinmated cost of constructing the line and

the effect of those costs on rates;

F. the estinmted annual cost of operating and

mai ntaining the line and the effect of those costs on rates;

G a summary of the input the utility has gathered

fromlocal governnment officials, tribal governnent officials,

and nmenbers of the public on the proposed |line;

H. the expected depreciation and service lives of the

line;

|. an analysis of the effect of the line on service

reliability, both within the utility's assigned service area and

t hr oughout the state;

J. an analysis of the econonmic, environnental, and

soci al consequences of the line;

K. a description of neasures the utility intends to

take to mtigate any adverse environnental inpacts from

construction, operation, or maintenance of the |ine;

L. the amount of land required for the line's

construction and for its operation and nmintenance, and a

description of the uses to which the land is currently devot ed;

M an analysis of the feasibility and

cost-effectiveness of renedying, in whole or in part, the

transn ssion i nadequacies the line is designed to address,

t hr ough any conbi nati on of conversati on, enerqy conservation

i nprovenents, and | oad nanagenent neasures;

N. the likely consequences of not building the line;

O the energy forecasts or other nodeling upon which




the need for the line is based and a description of the

met hodol ogy underl yvi ng each forecast or npdel

P. an account of all pronotional activities that may

have contributed to the need for the line;

QO alist of all other state agencies, federa

agencies, local governnents, and tribal governnents whose

approval of the proposed |line nmust be obtained for it to

proceed, and an analysis of the line's conpliance with their

policies, rules, and regqul ations;

R. an analysis of the likely effects of present or

future energy conservation prograns authorized under M nnesota
Statutes, sections 216C. 05 and 216C. 30, or other state and
federal |laws, on long-termenergy denmand and the | ong-term need

for the line;

S. an analysis of the relationship between the line

and overall state energy needs, as described in the npst recent

state energy policy and conservati on report prepared under

M nnesota Statutes, section 216C. 18;

T. alist and analysis of all feasible transm ssion

and nontransmi ssion alternatives to the line, including, but not

necessarily linmted to, increasing the efficiency of existing

facilities, upgrading existing facilities, adding new |ines of

di fferent voltages or | ocations, double-circuiting existing

lines, rebuilding existing lines, using distributed generation,

using snall -scal e generation near the load center, utilizing

| oad managenent prograns, and inplenmenting energy efficiency

progr ans;
U alist of all transni ssion and nontransni SSion

alternatives to the line that were considered and rejected as

not feasible and the grounds on which they were deternined to be

not feasible; and

V. a discussion of the factors listed in M nnesota
Statutes, section 216B.243, subdivision 3, to the extent that




they are not addressed in response to itens A through U
7848. 1500 REQUI RED | NFORMATI ON ON ALTERNATI VES TO PROPOSED
H GH VOLTAGE TRANSM SSI ON LI NES.

Any biennial transm ssion projects report that seeks

certification of a high-voltage transnission line in the course

of the biennial transnission report proceeding nust include the

following i nformati on for each feasible alternative to each

hi gh-voltage transni ssion line proposed:

A. a detailed description of the alternative;

B. an analysis of the econonic, environnental, and

soci al consequences of the alternative;

C. the probable location of the alternative and a

list of all |ocations under serious consideration;

D. the estinmated cost of constructing the alternative

and the effect of those costs on rates;

E. the estinmated annual cost of operating and

mai ntaining the alternative and the effect of those costs on

rates;
F. a summmary of the input the utility has gathered

fromlocal government officials, tribal governnent officials,

and nenbers of the public on the alternative;

G the expected depreciation and service lives of the

alternative;

H. an analysis of the effect of the alternative on

service reliability, both within the utility's assigned service

area and throughout the state;

|. a description of neasures the utility could take

to mtigate any adverse environnental inpacts from construction,

operation, or mai ntenance of the alternative;

J. the amount of land required for construction of

the alternative and for its operation and mai ntenance, and a

description of the uses to which the land is currently devot ed;

and



K. alist of all other state agencies, federal

agenci es, |local governnents, and tribal governnents whose

approval of the alternative nust be obtained for it to proceed,

and an analysis of the alternative's conpliance with their

policies, rules, and requl ati ons.
7848. 1600 ENVI RONVENTAL REVI EW
The board, in accordance with its own rules, shall prepare

and distribute an environnental assessnent on each hi gh-voltage

transnmi ssion line for which a utility seeks certification.
7848. 1700 REQUESTS FOR EXEMPTI ONS FROM FI LI NG REQUI REMENTS
Subpart 1. Exenption requests. Uilities shall file any

reqguest for an exenption fromany of the filing requirenents of

this chapter no later than August 1 of the vear in which the

bi enni al transm ssion projects report will be filed. Utilities

shall include the reasons for the request and suggest

alternative filing requirenents that woul d address the purposes

of any filing requirenents fromwhich they seek exenption.

Subp. 2. Procedural schedule, notice of procedural

schedul e. Initial comments on exenption requests nmust be filed

within 20 days of the date of service. Reply comments nust be

filed within 20 days of the expiration of the initial comrent

period. Utilities shall include with any exenption request a

cl ear and conspi cuous notice of these conment peri ods.

Subp. 3. Service requirenents. Uilities shall serve

their exenption requests on the foll owi ng persons:

A. the Departnent of Conmerce;

B. the Residential and Small Business Utilities

Division of the Ofice of the Attorney Ceneral:

C. the general service list for biennial transni ssion

projects reports established under part 7829.0600:;

D. every county governnment in the state; and

E. every tribal government in the state.

Subp. 4. Ganting exenptions. The comm ssion shall grant




an exenption if it finds that the data requirenent is

unnecessary to deternmne need for a proposed facility, that the

data requirenent is unnecessary for it to evaluate and act on a

bi ennial transmi ssion projects report, or that the data

requirenent may be satisfied by submtting a docunent other than

the one specified in the rules.

7848. 1800 PROCEDURAL TREATMENT OF Bl ENNI AL TRANSM SSI ON PRQJECTS
REPORTS NOT SEEKI NG CERTI FI CATI ON OF H GH VOLTAGE TRANSM SS| ON
LI NE.

Subpart 1. Service requirenments. Uilities shall serve

their biennial transnission projects reports on the foll ow ng

persons:
A. the Departnent of Conmmerce;

B. the Residential and Small Business Utilities

Division of the Ofice of the Attorney Ceneral;

C. the general service list for biennial transm ssion

projects reports established under part 7829. 0600:;

D. every county governnment in the state;

every tribal governnent in the state;

each nenber of the Environnental Quality Board;

the United States Arny Corps of Engi neers:;

L @ |1 m

the United States Environnental Protection Agency;
the United States Fish and Wldlife Service;
the State Historical Society;

t he M nnesota Environnental Conservation Library;

O

the Leqgislative Reference Library; and

M  every regional devel opnent conm ssion in the state

and every reqgional developnent library in the state.

Subp. 2. Wb site posting. Each utility shall post its

bi ennial transm ssion projects report on its Wb site within

five days of filing.

Subp. 3. Challenges to conpliance wth filing

requi rements. Any person or party wishing to challenge the




conpliance of a biennial transn ssion projects report with

filing requirenents set by rule or statute shall do so within 20

days of the date of filing. The connission shall set an

expedi ted procedural schedule for resolving the chall enge,

taking into consideration the nunber and complexity of the

i ssues on which nonconpliance is clained. The conmm ssion shal

require utilities to pronptly anend or suppl enent bi enni al

transmi ssion projects reports that it finds do not conply with

filing requirenents.

Subp. 4. Petition to intervene. A person who desires to

becone a party to a biennial transm ssion projects report

proceeding and is not a party as of right shall file an

intervention petition under part 7829.0800 by January 15. The

person nay conbine the intervention petition with initial

comment s.
Subp. 5. Initial coments. Initial comments nmust be filed

by January 15, unless the conmi ssion has found the report

i nconplete. If the comm ssion has found the report inconplete,

t he conmi ssion shall set an initial comment deadline, taking

into consideration the degree to which the filing was

i nconpl ete, the conplexity of the issues, and the statutory

deadl i ne for conm ssion action on the filing.

Subp. 6. Comments to include procedural

reconmendati on. Initial comments nust include a recommendati on

on what procedural franework the conmni ssion should use to

exam ne and act on the filing. Comenti ng persons shal

specifically identify any issues which they believe require a

contested case proceedi ng.

Subp. 7. Reply coments. Reply conments nust be filed by
March 1, unless the comm ssion has found the report inconplete.

|f the commi ssion has found the report inconplete, the

comm ssion shall set a reply comment deadline, taking into

consi deration the nunber and complexity of the issues and the




statutory deadline for comm ssion action on the filing.

Subp. 8. Additional coments. |f additional information
is required to make a fully infornmed decision, the conmi ssion

shall require or pernt additional coments.

Subp. 9. Discovery procedures. Parties shall respond to
i nformati on requests served upon them by other parties within

ten days of receipt.

Subp. 10. Comm ssion action. The conm ssion shall accept,
reject, nmodify, or require further action in regard to biennial

transni ssion projects reports. Further action may include, but

is not linmted to, requiring additional filings, requiring

periodic reporting on specific issues, requiring coll aboration

bet ween specific utilities, and ordering infrastructure

i nvest nents or preventative maintenance under M nnesota
Statutes, section 216B. 79.
7848. 1900 NOTI CE PLANS WHEN SEEKI NG CERTI FI CATI ON

Subpart 1. Filings required, service requirenments. On or

before June 1 of the year in which biennial transm ssion

projects reports will be filed, utilities shall file proposed

pl ans for providing notice to all persons reasonably likely to

be affected by any transm ssion line proposed for certification

in those reports. Uilities shall serve their proposed plans on

the foll owi ng persons:

A. the Departnent of Commerce;

B. the Residential and Snmall Business Utilities

Division of the Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral: and

C. the general service list for biennial transni ssion

projects reports established under part 7829. 0600.

Subp. 2. Procedural schedule, notice of procedural

schedul e. Initial comments on proposed notice plans nust be

filed within 20 days of the date of service. Reply comments

must be filed within 20 days of the expiration of the initial

conment peri od. Utilities shall include with the proposed




notice plan a clear and conspicuous notice of these coment

peri ods.
Subp. 3. Types of notice. Proposed notice plans nust

i nclude notice to the follow ng persons by the nethod specified:

A. direct mail notice, based on county tax assessnent

rolls, to |landowners reasonably likely to be affected by the

proposed transmni ssion line;

B. direct mail notice to persons in possession of or

residing on any property reasonably likely to be affected by the

pr oposed transnission line;

C. direct nuil notice to local and tribal governnents

whose jurisdictions are reasonably likely to be affected by the

proposed transm ssion line; and

D. newspaper notice to nenbers of the public in areas

reasonably likely to be affected by the proposed transn ssion

i ne.

Subp. 4. Noti ce content. Pr oposed notice pl ans nust

provide notice recipients with the follow ng informtion:

A. a map showing the end points of the line and

existing transm ssion facilities in the area;

B. a statenent as to whether the utility intends to

construct the line on existing right-of-way currently devoted to

transm ssion or intends to acquire property rights for new or

expanded ri ght - of - way;

C. anotice that the line cannot be constructed

unl ess the conmi ssion certifies that it is needed;

D. the conmission's mailing address, telephone
nunber, and Web site;

E. the address of the Wb site on which the utility
or utilities proposing the Iine will post their biennial

transni ssion projects reports;

F. a statenment that the board will be preparing an

environnental assessnent of each hi gh-voltage transni ssion |line




for which certification is requested;

G a brief explanation of howto get on the mailing

list for the board' s proceedi ng; and

H. a statenent that requests for certification of

hi gh-voltage transm ssion lines are governed by M nnesota | aw,

including specifically this chapter, chapter 4410, and M nnesota
Statutes, section 216B. 2425.
Subp. 5. Supplenentary notice. The conmm ssion shal

requi re supplenentary notice to persons reasonably likely to be

affected by system alternatives devel oped in the course of

certification proceedings if it appears that those system

alternatives are as likely to be certified as the proposed

hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |line.

Subp. 6. Notice tine franes. The utility shall inplenent

t he proposed notice plan within 30 days of its approval by the

conm Ssi on.

Subp. 7. Good faith sufficient. The conm ssion shall not

deny a request for certification of a high-voltage transn ssion

line on grounds of defective notice if the utility acted in good

faith, in substantial conpliance with the notice requirenents of

this subpart, and in substantial conpliance with any conm SSi on

orders issued under this subpart.

7848. 2000 PROCEDURAL TREATMENT OF BI ENNI AL TRANSM SSI ON PRQJECTS

REPORTS SEEKI NG CERTI FI CATI ON OF Hl GH VOLTAGE TRANSM SSI ON LI NE
Subpart 1. Service requirenments. Uilities shall serve

bi ennial transnission projects reports in which they seek

certification of high-voltage transnission |lines on the

foll owi ng persons:

A. the departnent;

B. the Residential and Small Business Utilities

Division of the Ofice of the Attorney Ceneral:

C. the general service list for biennial transm ssion

projects reports established under part 7829.0600:;




D. every county governnment in the state;

E. every local government required to receive notice

under _any notice plan approved under part 7848.1900;

F. every tribal governnent in the state;

G ___each nenber of the board;

H. the United States Arny Corps of Engineers;

|. the United States Environnental Protection Agency:;
J. the United States Fish and Wldlife Service;

K. the State Historical Society;

L. the Environnental Conservation Library;

M the Legislative Reference Library; and

N. every reqional devel opnent conmnmi ssion in the state

and every regional developnent library in the state.

Subp. 2. Wb site posting. Each utility shall post its

bi enni al transm ssion projects report on its Wb site within

five days of filing.

Subp. 3. Challenges to conpliance wth filing

requi rements. Any person or party wishing to challenge the

conpliance of a biennial transni ssion projects report with

filing requirenents set by rule or statute shall do so within 20

days of the date of filing. The connission shall set an

expedi ted procedural schedule for resolving the chall enge,

taking into consideration the nunber and complexity of the

i ssues on which nonconpliance is clained. The conm ssi on shal

require utilities to pronptly anend or suppl enent bi enni al

transm ssion projects reports that do not conmply with filing

requirenents, with the exception of requests for certification

of high-voltage transni ssion |lines.

Subp. 4. Certification requests not substantially

conplying with filing requirenents. |f a request for

certification of a high-voltage transm ssion |ine does not

conply with filing requirenents set by statute or rule, the

comm ssion shall deternm ne whether the request can be




suppl enented or anended to comply within a tine frane that will

pernmt adequate devel opnent and consi deration of the issues. |

the conm ssion detern nes that adequate devel opnent and

consideration of the issues would be conproni sed by pernitting

the utility to anend or suppl enent the request, the conmn ssion

shall reject the request and advise the utility that it should

file an application for a certificate of need when it has

conpiled the informati on necessary to conply with certificate of

need filing requirenents.

Subp. 5. Procedural comments. Wthin 20 days of the date

t he biennial transm ssion projects report is filed, interested

persons and parties shall file comments on what procedural

framewor k the conm ssion should use to exam ne and act on the

filing. Commenting persons shall specifically state whether

each request for certification of a high-voltage transm ssion

line requires a contested case proceedi ng.

Subp. 6. Petition to intervene. A person who desires to

becone a party to a biennial transm ssion projects report

proceeding and is not a party as of right shall file an

intervention petition under part 7829.0800 by February 15. The

person nay conbine the intervention petition with initial

conmments.
Subp. 7. Comment periods on nonreferred issues. |nitial
comments on issues not referred for contested case proceedi ngs

nust be filed by February 15. Reply comments on nonreferred

i ssues nust be filed by March 15.

Subp. 8. Additional coments. |f additional information

is required to make a fully inforned decision, the conm ssion

shall require or pernmt additional comments.

Subp. 9. Discovery procedures. Parties shall respond to
i nfornation requests served upon them by other parties within

ten days of receipt. On issues referred for contested case

proceedi ngs, the discovery rules of the Ofice of Adnm nistrative




Heari ngs apply.

Subp. 10. Public liaison. The conmi ssion shall designate

a staff nenber to act as its liaison with the public for each

request for certification of a high-voltage transm ssion |line.

Subp. 11. Public hearing. The conm ssion shall hold at

| east one public hearing on each request for certification of a

hi gh-voltage transnission line. The purpose of the public

hearing nust be to hear the views of nenbers of the public on

t he proposed |line. The hearing nust be scheduled for a tine,

date, and pl ace reasonably convenient for nenbers of the public.

Subp. 12. Comm ssion action on report. The conm Sssion

shall accept, reject, nodify, or require further action in

regard to biennial transm ssion projects reports. Fur t her

action may include, but is not limted to, requiring additional

filings, requiring periodic reporting on specific issues,

requiring coll aboration between specific utilities, and ordering

infrastructure investnents or preventative naintenance under

M nnesota Statutes, section 216B. 79.

Subp. 13. Conmm ssion action on certification

requests. The comm ssion shall certify, certify as nodified, or

deny certification for each high-voltage transm ssion |line for

which certification is sought in a biennial transni ssion

projects report. The conm ssion shall certify aline only if it

finds that the line is:

A. necessary to maintain or enhance the reliability

of electric service to Mnnesota consuners;

B. needed, applying the criteria in Mnnesota
Statutes, section 216B. 243, subdivision 3; and
C. in the public interest, taking into account

electric energy system needs and econonic, environnental, and

social interests affected by the project.
7848. 2100 TI ME PERI ODS VARI ED

Except for tine periods set by statute, the comm Ssion nay




vary the tine periods established by this chapter on its own
notion or at the request of a person for good cause shown. The
commi ssion nay delegate the authority to set tinme periods and to
vary tinme periods to the executive secretary.

7848. 9900 TRANSM SSI ON PLANNI NG ZONES.




